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Time mellows this modern house

GEORGE H. DAVIS

DAMORA

1938—We had just moved in

Ten years™ experience
with our own house

by Walter and Ise Gropius

f\ GREAT DEAL of the charm of old houses is cer-
tainly due to the mellowing effect of time and of
their well-established gardens. Modern houses are
often photographed and published right after their
owners have moved in. They are bound to look hare.
It is obvious that the house and its surrounding
landscape need years to come to terms with each
other. The appearance of our own house in Lincoln,
Massachusetts, has changed within ten years be-
cause the landscaping and gardens have had time
to grow up to our original plan.

The house is opened up to take in a part of
the surrounding areas. Nor does it end at its en-
closing walls; it reaches out with “tentacles” of
trellis. low walls and planting designed to delineate
the outdoor living spaces and make them a part of
the over-all composition. This way, gardening as-
sumed a new importance. Our garden projects it-
self constantly into our consciousness and we are
more aware of its features than we would be if
we only got an occasional glimpse of it through

small Georgian window panes.

Opposite

House & GARDEN is often asked by its readers: “Will a modern house wear
well? Will T like it as well in 10 years as I do now?” We believe that any well-
designed house is bound to grow in your affection as its gardens mature and
its rooms become stamped with your personality. As a case in point. we
photographed a 10-year-old “modern™ house in Lincoln, Massachusetts. and
asked the owners. Mr. and Mrs. Walter Gropius, how they like living in it. if
window walls. solar heating and flat roofs have stood up under wear and
weather. Their comments and criticisms (here and on the next four pages)
are doubly illuminating for as architect and owner, Mr. Gropius knows every

facet of his house. For more information about this house turn to page 112.

1948—What a decade has done for the appearance of our house

L(m(lscapin.g and garden have had a chance to develop: the house has mellowed and worn well.

W e opened the house to bring in part of the surrounding

garden. There is no separate outside and inside world.

HOUSE & GARDEN, JANUARY, 1949



74 MODERN HOUSE continued

THE HOUSE plan responds well to the various claims
of family life. It had been planned from the beginning
not to create a “picture” or to perpetuate a status quo
—however charming—Dbut as a living organism, ready
to serve as background for constantly changing activi-
ties. We think that the house fits us like a sweater,
except for the kitchen which does not now quite an-
swer our present requirements. It was laid out under
the assumption that we would have a maid. But as
servants often create more problems than they solve,
we find that the maidless household suits us better.
We now wish we had a broad counter between kitchen
and dining room which would permit the family or
guests to serve themselves conveniently and allow for

a more open communication between the living area

and the kitchen. The Kliegl light in the ceiling above

the dining table is most successful. Even simple glass- Summer-niglz[ parties on the roof deck, SHOWN ABOVE,
ware and pottery look glamorous in the brilliant pin- breakfasts in the morning sun on the porch, SHOWN
point illumination. Attention is centered on table and BELOW—all this brings to our home life many of the
food, while the eyes remain protected from the glare. thrills for which we used to travel far and wide.

7713 large screened porch. extending out from our house at full length, has become the main living and dining

space during the summer. It catches both eastern and western breezes and has a sheltered. glassed-in corner.
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WALTER GROPIUS and

MARCEL BREUER, architects

]7:(' spiral staircase to the roof-deck and
to our daughter’s room proved to be very
practical as the children could enter di-

rectly without tracking through the house.

WE MOVED into our house a few days before the

great hurricane of September 1938, which put

it to a severe test right away. The porch screens

were torn and part of the trellis loosened, but

everything else, including the large glass panes,

remained intact. The flat roof was not affected,

whereas pitched roofs all over the region suf-
fered damage. Also in subsequent heavy bliz-
zards throughout the vears, the flat roof never

developed a leak. Since the slightest air cur-

rent blows snow off the roof, drifts have no
chance to collect. Pitched roofs pile up snow
on their wind side; then the snow comes down
in avalanches or forms icicles which are often
dangerous. The inside drain for the flat roof
works perfectly. It is warmed by indoor tem-
perature and cannot freeze.

The real drawback to living in our house

in Lincoln, is the fact that we have largely neg-
lected traveling. We have become home addicts

and it takes a major effort now to tear us away.

DAMORA

C[(Ipbtmr([ and brick, wood-frame construction and

the demands of the New England climate form a region-
al tradition which was made a part of the design; but it

is not a dry imitation of what has been in the past.

The large window walls are a most desirable asset we have
found. They establish the outdoor-indoor relation of our
living space throughout the year. They provide a view of

a natural stage on which the dramatic events of nature

entertain us from morning to evening, summer and winter.
There is nothing like watching a blizzard through 12-foot

wide glass panes while sitting cosily at the dining table.
HOUSE & GARDEN, JANUARY, 1049



MODERN HOUSE continued

LIVING ROOM SEEN FROM DINING ROOM

‘/‘/ e have often been asked. “Why have a fireplace in a modern house where it obvi-
ously is not needed for heating?” Our answer is that we enjoy it. A sweet-smelling wood

fire is a luxury we should hate to dispense with for its beauty and relaxing qualities.

¥ 1
IT'Screened:/
" Porch./ :
R \vé: f
Frrex22 /s
t
e sSastas n
I T
H] : | Master Guest
Il h : 08x135
= EREEE] A | oz
— 1 esunz 1
e P me— Daughter
e d 7 Dressing — S |
Maid 2 65%32 d  Hall m
86'x13 o =) Deck———
Living Room | ' e Bed = j
WX 2 d | E—L& - Ng‘fg,.e T
. g s ) N Sewing] x |
—_— & = L Il w3
= : Spiral Stair ,
= \ Scale in feet :
%, %) 0 0 %@
Qped 0D 5 20 25
-
/_4”/
r[‘he floor plan of the house was designed [or [reedom of motion from 71/13 Old Colonial tradition of a central hall is

one room to another and to the out-of-doors. Throughout the years
the house has responded well to almost every need of our family. The
kitchen and service areas were designed to be run by a maid, but we

have discovered that a servantless household is more to our liking.

pleasant and appropriate today. It eliminates
corridors. and from it we can reach every
room. The clapboard is a time-honored mate-

rial, used in the region over a hundred years.
i DAMORA
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MODERN HOUSE

continued from page 73
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INCORPORATED

CONCEALED FLOODLIGHTS avoid the harsh glare of conventional outdoor entrance
lights: instead, the whole front wall of the house is softly illuminated with re-
flected light. A wooden canopy projects diagonally from above the front door to

form a covered walk to the drive. The spiral stairs lead up to the roof deck.

THOMASVILLE, N. C.

The Hanover Commode, re-created
[ from a Georgian masterpiece to
[ meet the needs of your home today
| .. .and tomorrow. One of the
\,OOK FOR THE “limited edition” pieces from the
| 3eacon Hill Collection.
‘ For illustrated booklet describing
our re-created masterpieces for every
room, send 25c¢ in coin to Beacon
Hill Furniture, 11 Albany Street,

4"4RK OF D\ST\NC‘\O‘A" Cambridge, Massachusetts.
Beacon Hill Furniture

Beacon Hiliwg(‘)"cct-ion

ce N umbe

THe FISHER SILVERSMITHS, INC. - JERSEY CITY, N. J. - PROVIDENCE, R. I. CHICAGO REPRESENTATIVE: FLUES AND ORR, INC.. MERCHANDISE MART

=
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DAMORA
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CABINET MAKERS — \/

30 MILLING R().\D. HO[.L.\ND..\IICHIGA\A\'

THE CANTILEVERED ROOF OVERHANG shades the living room windows against the

excessive heat of summer sunshine. In spite of the large size of the windows,

it is always 10° cooler indoors than out. In winter, on the other hand, when the
sun is low in the sky, its rays strike through the windows so effectively that the
heating system can be switched off altogether on bright days, while room tem-
peratures reach 70° to 80° even during spells of New England’s sub-zero weather.

For your “Bakev Guide to (rmd Furniture” please send 25¢

(Continued on page 114)

Pholographed al Barker Brolhers

‘ ¢
CHINA

DINNER
The special festive
touch to holiday dining . ..a colorful
setting of Winfield China dinnerware.
MENU
Purée Mongole
Fried Chicken ... Cream Gravy
| Green Peas with Mushrooms
Lettuce Bowl with Roquefort Cheese Dressing

Pineapple Ice with Créme de Menthe
Créme Cake. .. Coffee

L ]

e WINFIELD China, entirely hand-
crafted by skilled artisans, combines
the everlasting qualities of fine

porcelain with the charming spirit

of pottery. Write for your Winfield
booklet, a beautifully illustrated guide
to serving...with recipes and menus in

the Cahfornla style. Send 25 cents to—

AMERICAN CERAMIC PRODUCTS

N Mw Dept. G2, 703 The Brack Shops, Los Angeles 14, Calif.

INC.
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ALL

is the word...

MODERN HOUSE

continued

DAMORA

Holiday
Gaiety
Throughout
the
Year

N

From historic Valliant & Son
Vineyards—under vine since
1849—come four great wines
to complement your meals.
Valliant Burgundy, Valliant
Riesling, Valliant Sauternes,
Valliant Cabernet. Each is au-
thentic in character and de-
veloped in accordance with
time-honored traditions. Also,
ask for Valliant appetizer and
dessert wines: erry, Port
and Muscatel.

W.A. TAYLOR&CO.,N.Y.C
Sole Distributors for U.S.A.

 Valliant California Wines 2

THE MASTER BEDROOM is divided in two because Mr. and Mrs. Gropius wanted to

sleep in a cool room but dress where it is warm. In order to keep the room half

cool, half warm but open in effect, the partition between is mostly glass. A dress-

ing table topped by a slab of black Formica extends the length of the wall. A mir-

ror is fixed to the glass partition. Silvered bulbs are mounted on stainless steel shafts.
S = S

EXQUISITE
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The Inauguration Pattern is cre- ‘ dow- yender 'picﬁ('ze the foanish moss the old ét/‘z-mk Tree than walking. Avoid this health haz-
ated for lasting beauty . . . spark- 7 06 JP il ¢ ard—by the push of a button you

ling silver-plated . . . graceful Mfﬁeﬂb From dowh-fiome .

modern contours ornamented with . can ride! The Sedgwick Elc.ctric S“‘if'
a classic ~embossed design. Each ﬁoq/ (//4‘;99149«6(‘1/ ()m W,) ake seasoned with a Travelor or Elevator provides a safe,
;QV}:IIY Plffg !15 fg;‘hxlo]ned a‘{nd Jt’?a/é&‘%f—%t # energy-saving convenience. Readily
highly polished with the periec- ccery. B . P . S Wt

i ity lavished ooty usoe %({& 4660%/’“‘/’7‘5h0" installed. Endorsed by physicians.

Praised by users.
Write for Hlustrated Booklet
Sedgwick Machine Works

146 West 15th St., New York 11, N. Y.

sterling silver.

Available in the following: W#‘wqﬂﬂjﬁa[

Teaspoons; Round Bowi Soup Spoons;

Serving or Table Spoons; Forks; Salad 7)J./ ﬂ;e ‘091 4@4 {/le dowamw,&na{l;vg Rost

Forks; Butter Spreaders; Hollow
Handle Knives, forged blades; Butter Jeles ﬁ/dd,”,i %J/" ~

Knives; Sugar Shells.
P 2405 jf\tda»/a/?md Sadavmak G?a‘z?o‘q

Available at Fine Stores Everywhere
_ DIAMOND SILYER C6. Lambertville, New Jersey

Builders of Vertical
Transportation Since 1893
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DANGER. N°Q 3181237

Without a second’s &

warning, fire can (12
flash out in your o
home. Quick! Pump poEss

your PYRENE*—and T
the fire is dead. [PPVERSEH

PYRENE is the world’s
finest fire extin-

guisher. At hard- bechie e

ware, home, auto, pau i
£7En Gn ST SussT:
farm supply stores. [tioeiag s
FREE! A booklet that may
save your life—packed
with important facts about
home fire protection.

&

*T. M. Reg.U. S. Pat, Off.

PRECISION-MADE FOR SURE PROTECTION

Pyrene Manufacturing Company
573 Belmont Ave., Newark 8, N. J.
Affiliated with C-O-Two Fire Equipment Co.

Have You Tested Your Fire Extinguisher Lately?

LIGHT STAINS [F
WITH =
WAX FINISH i

—

Cabot’s Stain Wax enriches color,
grain, and texture of interior
woodwork and gives a soft,
lustrous Wax finish in one easy
application. Cabot’s Stain Wax
penetrates deeply . . . sets up
quickly . . . provides a wear-
resistant, easily cleaned finish
for interior paneling and wood-
work. Wide range of attractive
shades from soft Ivory to rich
Walnut.

FREE: Send For Color Card
Today!

Samuel Cabot, Inc.

116-C Oliver Building
Boston 9, Mass.

THE STUDY has a long double desk with work space and built-in file cabinets
for both Mr. and Mrs. Gropius. Opening off it at either end are the living room
and entrance hall; there is also a door leading directly to the outdoors. The wall
of glass brick which separates the study from the adjacent dining area curves
inward to give the living area an effect of openness greater than its actual footage.
At night, when the lights are turned on in the dining room on the other side,
the whole glass wall becomes suffused with light. A comfortable, steady light
for daytime work is provided by the wide, north-facing window above the desk.

(Continued on page 116)

= =

All the deep, luxurious comfort of traditional chair designs inter-

preted in handsome, modern styling . . . PLUS such expensive
details as solid, blond hardwood frames . . . plump, resilient
cushions . . . and a tremendous range of fine, decorator fabrics
at each price! see 20 different styles at leading department and
furniture stores near you. Write, we’ll tell you where.

Club Chair . . Ladies' Channel
£9933 (4 other Back #9930 (6 other
styles to choose e styles to choose from)
from) $79.50 $69.50

Man's Oversize
Lounge #9941 (7
other styles to choose

from) $89.50

LEWITTES & SONS ¢ [7] Madison Ave.,New York 16, N.Y.

Warms ALL
the Room

and even
Adjoining Rooms

THIS

Fireplace

Circulates Heat

The Heatilator™® Fireplace
draws the cool air from the floor
level, heats it, and returns it to
far corners of the room. Assures
warm floors and uniform room
temperatures. Ends the waste
and bother of furnace fires on
cool spring and fall days. Aug-
ments furnace heat during severe
weather—serves as an auxiliary
heater during fuel shortages, or
emergencies, The only heating
equipment needed by many
homes in mild climates.

Architects and heating engi-
neers recommend the Heatilator
Fireplace to solve the heating
problem in basement rooms.
Ideal for summer homes. Makes
camps usable earlier in spring,
later in fall and for winter
week-ends.

o SRS

Heats Basement Rooms Quickly

AR

Makes Cﬁmpl i.lsubl Weeks Longer
Will Not Smoke

The Heatilator unitis a scientifically
designed steel form around which any
style fireplace is easily built. It serves
as a form for the masonry, eliminating
faults of construction that commonly
cause smoking. Saves materials and
labor—adds little, if any, to the cost of
the completed fireplace.

For lasting satisfaction, insist on
the unit that has been proved for 21
yvears in homes and camps all over
America. Look for the Heatilator
name on the dome; it’s your protection
—refuse substitutes.
Sold by leading build-
ing material dealers.
Write today for free
illustrated folder.

HEATILATOR, INC.
140 E. Brighton Ave.,
Syracuse 5, Y

Please send free illustrated
booklet describing the advan-
tages of the proved Heatilator
Fireplace.
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%W you can put twice
as much in your closets

—and keep everything
wecects neatee”

JUST
TAKE A\,
SCREWDRIVER ¥
AND INSTALL /\/
ECONOMICAL

K-VENIENCES

It’s easy to make your closets hold
so much more ... keep everything
in easy reach...save on pressing
bills. Shining chrome K-Veniences
are scientifically engineered to
solve specific storage problems.
They make your closets so con-
venient they practically hand out
your clothes!

Any shape and size of closet can
be fitted perfectly from the more
than 40 items. Yet K-Veniences
are quickly and easily installed
with just a screwdriver. No other
home improvement gives so much satis-
Jaction for so little cost.

ASK FOR K-VENIENCES A7

LEADING HARDWARE AND
DEPARTMENT STORES

D

TN
4

Holds 6 hats, plus
ties, scarfs, belts.

Pants, skirts
stay pressed.

Keeps clothes neat, Keeps shoes
clean and handy. clean, neat.

Mﬂ THESE FAMOUS CLOSET BOOKS

Send 10c for your copy of “How to Make the Most
of Your Closets,” o 48-page book by the famous
authority, Helen Koues; plus a FREE copy of color-
ful new brochure of closet ideas and equipment.

DEPT. G19, GRAND RAPIDS 4, MICHIGAN |

MODERN HOUSE continued

BUILDING DATA

FOUNDATION : Fieldstone walls:
cellar floor—3” concrete on
gravel; damp-proofing on

outside wall

EXTERIOR WALLS: Vertical red-
wood siding, asphalt felt—
The Barrett Division, Allied
Chemical & Dye Corp.; fir
boarding, 2” x 4” studs,
rock lath—United States
Gypsum Co.: plaster—Na-
tional Gypsum Co.

ROOF: Fir boarding and joists,
strapping, covered with 5-
ply. 20-year-Bond roofing—
The Barrett Division, Allied
Chemical & Dye Corp.

INSULATION : Outside walls and
roof—Samuel Cabot, Inc.;
weather stripping—Athey
Shade Co.; sound insula-
tion in living room, acous-
tical plaster — California
Stucco Co.

DOORS: “Sturdibilt”—M. & M.
Woodworking Co.

GARAGE DOORS: Overhead type
—Barber-Colman Co.

WINDOWS: Steel sash—Hope’s
Windows, Inc.; screens—
Hope’s Windows, Inc. and

The Cambridge Wire Cloth
Company

GLASS: A quality 4” and 34¢”
sheet and glass blocks
—Pittsburgh Plate Glass
Co.; %” Louvrex—Blue
Ridge Division, Libbey-
Owens-Ford Glass Co.

INTERIOR WALLS: Bedrooms—
wallpaper; dining room,
plywood—United States
Plywood Corp.; halls—ver-
tical white pine clapboard;
bathrooms, tile—Mosaic
Tile Co.

CEILINGS: Fir joists, strapping,
metal lath plaster—Na-
tional Gypsum Co.

FLOORS: Living room, bed-
rooms — carpet-covered;
halls—cork; kitchen, bath-
rooms—Ilinoleum

HARDWARE: W, C. Vaughan Co.

PAINT: Bathroom walls, exterior
and interior sash, Dutch Boy
lead and oil-—National Lead
Co.; ceilings, Muresco—
Benjamin Moore Co.;
floors, wax—S. C. Johnson
& Son, Inc.

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION:
Wiring system, switches—
General Electric Co.; light-
(Continued on page 117)

True French Provincial ... masterfully built

and richly finished. Brochure on request.

ﬁaahr[ y}wmcmé

BODART FURNITURE, INC,, 385 Madison Ave.. New York, N. Y.

HOUSE & GARDEN

SO NICE <
TO COME HOME TO

HOT BUTTERED RUM

made, of course, with

MYERS'S

"Planters' Punch' Brand
JAMAICA RUM

HERE’'S HOW:
Pour 2 ozs. Myers's
Rum into large cup.
Add 2 or 3 tsps.
sugar, 2 tsps. butter,
and ', tsp. cinna-
Imon, cloves, or
mixed spices. Fill
with boiling hot
water and stir well.

For That Extra
Wealth of Flavour
The Rum MUST be

MYERS'S!

Write for free recipe
booklet of delicious
drinks made with Myers's
Jamaica Rum.

‘ R. U. DELAPENHA & CO., INC.
‘ Sole Distributors in U. S. A,
| 57 Laight Street, New York 13, N. Y., Dept. H-I

97 PROOF

'~ REDUCE
family colds, coughs,
raw throats with

MOISTURIZED AIR

GUARDS AGAINST
DRY, OVERHEATED AIR!
SAVES FUEL, TOO!

Also filters out
dust, dirt, smoke,
pollen. Washes
air. Keeps air
properly moistur-
ized, crystal clear
...Protects home

furnishings.

*550

~ See your dealer—or send coupon for booklet!
FRESH'ND-AIRE COMPANY, Dept. HG118
221 N. La Salle St., Chicago 1, lil.
Send booklet explaining benefits of moisturized air
and proper room conditioning with Fresh'nd Aire.

Name

Address.

City. State.

N
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‘ BUILDING DAT,A continued
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ing fixtures—Light Control Electric Co.; sinks—Just
Co., Kliegl Brothers Univer- Manufacturing Co.; cabi- -
sal Electric Stage Lighting nets—Modern Steel Equip-
Co. and Kurt Versen ment Co. of Geneva Modern

Kitchens, Inc.; vent fan and

HEATING AND AIR CONDITION- iy =~
hood—Universal Blower Co.

ING: “Delux” split system,

Imt\\alc-rlm‘u‘i hot air, hl!vrml PLUMBING : Vent pipes, galvan-
and humidified, conditioner ized steel—The Cohoes

and copper tank saver coil—

3 : Company: soil pipes—
Wintermaster, Inc.; radia- ¢

Sanitary Company of Amer-

o Shaw Perkins Manu- ; ) )

tore—s I”““ Pe 'l‘Am ) ‘,‘f’” ica; hot and cold water

facturing Co.; grilles—Tut- e 4 b =

le & Bailey: thermostats— PIDESXCODIA3S . HIIngSS

[l’( } _‘(. S Phelps Dodge Refining
ertex Corporation Corp.; brass fittings—

SINTLSAS ONILVIH
SHAVITIIM

JIVI0]

BATHROOM EQUIPMENT: Lava- Northern Indiana Brass Co.
tory, toilet—Briggs Manu-
facturing Co.; tub—Kohler
Co.; cabinets, accessories—

SHEET METAL WORK: Flashing,
16-0z. soft copper—Revere

’ T 2y . Copper & Brass, Inc.;
People from all parts of the United Charles Parker Co. el i, s e
interior downspout, 4” cast-
States and Canada agree that St. Peters- KITCHEN EQUIPMENT: Range, iron—Sanitary Company of
burg, on Florida's beautiful Gulf Coast, is refrigerator, dishwasherand America; ducts, galvanized
an ideal place for a winter vacation. In this disposal unit—General iron—Republic Steel Corp. 13 23 O
o ; faic73 = 8-S
Sunshine City" they find a remarkable S = 2 I'>'
. . - ¥
combination of those advantages and at- s .5 o0¢ =
. L3
tractions which make life pleasant. _— - - 2 00 gl e
5983 8
- o
All kinds of fun under the sun; some- T : P
. X S aceg S
thing to do and enjoy every happy hour. CO]{RECTION g 3 E < 0
. q <. -3 ° —_
Increased accommodations, reasonable g FTe =
Wy vyl 00 < = 1
living costs, traditional hospitality. ; T : ’ - F 3
9 ? In the October issue of House & GAr-  Arteluce, design by Franco Duzzi, el el ST 9
For illustrated booklets write today DEN, two lamps shown in the Continen- architect. Artelucs S.A., a firm special- § s :— § =
to G. R. Davenport, gofmes tal Scrapbook were incorrectly credited.  izing in lighting. has its offices in Milan, - e s _>‘
Chomber of Commerce— /i fi¢ The metal floor lamp on page 132, Italy, at Corso Matteotti, 12. EER i 2 a
E ascribed to Stilnovo, is an Edizione In the December issue of House & | NCEES |
M ety Arteluce, design by Gino Sarfatti. The  GArRDEN on pag 199. Interchemi- | | § § 3 P“
ﬂs %LO'“D" standing lamp on page 133, described  cal Corporation’s “Highlander Plaid” | SE 3 §' o P
SIS s e S SR e 5 -
et L e el as from Arte e Luce, is an Edizione is a Sanitas fabric wall covering. ° =
< %90
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I\ ” 0 ,’/” Styled in Today's Tempo
(he L2 Mhow ‘

“orld modern furniture
over!

The pleasure of your New
York visit will be enhanced if
you stop at the Ritz-Carlton
where service and accommo-
dations are still measured by
time-honored standards!
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MADISON AVE.™ AT 46TH ST., NEW YORK
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FOR NAME
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OF NEAREST
DEALER CHAIR COMPANY
WRITE M- AN B A C T U R E R B8 [
DEPARTMENT C SHEBOYGAN, WISCONSIN

]|

ALSO MANUFACTURERS OF BREWSTER MAPLE AND TROPIQUE l
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